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call for no special comment, while the teachers,
nurses, and attendants in the institution strive to
combine a firm discipline with sympathetic under-
standing, are positive advantages outweighing the
staple objection to the system that it eliminates the
idea of family relationships and intimacy from the
child’s life.

Dr. Fox discusses fully the question of drug
treatment. It has been claimed that any good
bromide. may do by controlling fits is more

than balanced by the harm it does in other
directions, and that it exercises a harmful effect

upon the higher mental functions, but such
strictures are probably based on the adminis-
tration of immoderate doses. The old idea of

pushing bromide until the fit habit is broken is
not justifiable in view of the fact that arrest of
the fits does not exclude the possibility of their
reappearance. It may not always be desirable to
repress epileptic discharges. Dr. Fox is satisfied
there is a small but definite class of epileptic i
patients who become depressed and irritable for
hours or days before a fit, and in whom a major I
attack " clears the air," and he believes the sound I
treatment in such cases is to reduce or withdraw
whatever routine dose the patient is already taking.
His general conclusion is that bromide medication is
not by any means the most important factor in the
treatment of epileptics on a colony, though the
greater number of his cases receive on the average
about 20 gr. daily. If bromide is going to lessen
or arrest fits it will do so in a few weeks, and if it
has not done so in some months the drug may
gradually be withdrawn without ill-effect. Borax,
as judged by the records of some 69 cases, certainly
tends to reduce the frequency of fits, a reduction
the more remarkable as in very many cases the
drug was given at a time when the attacks were
increasing in number. Belladonna and digitalis do
not appear to exert any useful influence on fit-
incidence, nor do strychnine and calcium lactate.
Dr. Fox supplies tables containing valuable infor-
mation of the general effect of colony life on fits
and on mental development. We take pleasure
in recommending the pamphlet to all who are

concerned with the treatment of epilepsy.

SIMULATION AMONG PRISONERS OF WAR.

Commenting on Professor Pellegrini’s article on
this subject, which recently received notice in THE
LANCET/ Dr. Luigi Castaldi,2 of Florence, gives an
interesting account of simulation as practised by
Italian officers interned in Austria-Hungary. He

points out that the principal difference between
simulation in Austro-Hungarian and German camps
was due to the fact that while in Germany the only
advantage which the successful simulator could
obtain was to be transferred to hospital, in Austria-
Hungaryhe had a good prospect of repatriation. This
was the reason why cases of simulation in German
prison camps were only sporadic, whereas in
Austria-Hungary the practice was extremely pre-
valent. Dr. Castaldi does not hesitate to affirm
that 80 to 90 per cent. of the officers who were
repatriated from the camps in Austria-Hungary
were simulators, only a very small minority
having really severe wounds or tuberculosis.
Among the private soldiers, on the other hand,
with whom tuberculosis and malnutrition were very
rife and the mortality very high, simulation was

1 THE LANCET, Dec. 27th, 1919, p. 1201.
2Gazzetta degli Ospedali e delle Cliniche, Feb. 15th, 1920.

rare, and the great majority of those repatriated
were really seriously ill. It was noteworthy that
while the diseases simulated in Germany, accord-
ing to Pellegrini, were all mild, transient, and
acute, such as jaundice, oedema, and pseudo-
elephantiasis, in Austro-Hungary those diseases
were simulated which produced a more or less
permanent disability, such as tuberculosis, atrophy
of a limb, neurasthenia, and mental disease.
Simulation of tuberculosis was effected in various
ways-e.g., by injection of air into the skin of the
supra-clavicular region so as to give rise to a

tympanitic note and crepitations on auscultation,
prolonged fasting, and the use of certain drugs, such
as thyroid extract in large doses and purgatives, to
produce emaciation, ingestion of large doses of
iodide of potassium to make the vesicular breath-
ing rough at the apices, smoking of cigarettes con-
taining sulphur, cotton, or straw to produce rates,
and the substitution of the sputum of an actually
tuberculous patient for which a large sum was
often paid. In a few instances diabetes or
nephritis was simulated by introduction of glucose
or albumin into the bladder or merely into the
meatus or beneath the foreskin. Although the
simulators were willing to undergo a considerable
amount of discomfort to secure their purpose, Dr.
Castaldi did not see or hear of _any case of suicide
or auto-mutilation. 

____

CO&Ouml;RDINATION OF RESEARCH AT THE
MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL.

IT is in our opinion a wise proposal on

the part of the authorities of the Middlesex
Hospital to amalgamate the Cancer Research
Department and the Bland-Sutton Institute of
Pathology with the Medical School. The object of
the proposal, which has just been considered by the
Court of Governors, is to bring the various depart-
ments concerned in research, both in regard to
cancer and other medical problems, into closer
cooperation so as to avoid anything like over-
lapping, and to economise in regard to staff
and laboratory accommodation. Closer co&ouml;rdina-
tion between those working at these problems would
thus be insured. Even within the walls of a single
institution it is possible for waste of effort to
occur unless some such scheme is carefully worked
ouf,. Another advantage which is likely to accrue
is that closer relations will be set up between the
clinical and the laboratory aspects of the work of
the hospital, which should be fruitful in two ways;
research would be well directed, and the scientific
results would be applicable to the actual diagnosis
and treatment of disease, especially of cancer, for
which this hospital offers such a valuable field.
The recent establishment of university chairs in

pathology, physiology, physics, and radiology at this
institution should give a great impetus to the

application of these branches of pure science to
medical problems, especially under the conditions
suggested in the new proposals.

AN EXTENDED SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE.

A white book,1 recently issued by the Board of
Education, applies to the whole public educational
service arrangements similar to those already exist-
ing under the more progressive authorities. The
extension of the compulsory limit of education

1 The Consolidated Regulations of the Board of Education for
Special Services Relating to the Healthy Development of Children
(Cmd. 617).


